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Developing thinking capacity in children: the role of 
Philosophy for Children 

Philosophy for Children is not about the lives or even the thoughts of the great 
philosophers. It is about the practice and procedure of thinking more critically. A format for 
pedagogy in nursery, primary and secondary classrooms includes an initial focusing 
exercise, teacher modelling of Socratic questioning, and peer learning through pairs or 
groups continuing this questioning and working out negotiated solutions. One session per 
week over an academic year is the minimum requirement. The research on P4C is 
extremely encouraging. Studies in Scotland found that P4C children were ahead of control 
groups in primary. Two years later when the children were in secondary, the difference was 
still evident. Other studies found gains in socio-emotional aspects and self-concept. These 
studies were replicated in Texas with exactly the same results. An RCT study in England 
then found P4C was associated with increased performance in attainments in English and 
Math. P4C is used in 60 countries around the world, including Australia. 
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Keith Topping is Professor of Educational and Social Research, University of Dundee 

 

Keith is director of the Centre for Peer Learning. He directed the Higher Education Effective Learning Project, was 

co-director of the UK national Read On project and of the UK national Problem-Solving project. Recently he has 

worked with Scottish Government on the development of the Primary One Literacy Assessment and Action Resource 

(POLAAR) literacy assessment system for pre-school children. Keith's published works are approaching 400 (books, 

chapters, peer reviewed journal papers, and distance learning packages).  

 

Seminar details 
 

Date:  Friday 18 May 
 

Time:  3pm -5pm (precluded by an informal afternoon tea at 2.30pm, Level 3 
Foyer of the Forgan Smith Building. RSVP here: 
https://t.co/TCGQaNwVxp) 

 
Room:  E109, Forgan Smith Building (1)
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